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NEW CHINA AS WE SAW IT 


This is the title of a 28-page pamphlet by Homer G. and Muriel J. Brown, veteran United 
Church of Canada missionaries who revisited China in 1955 to visit their daughter Isabel, married 
to David Crook, and their three grandchildren. The Crooks are teaching in the Peking Institute of 
Foreign Languages. ‘*Copies of this pamphlet may be obtained from Rev. Homer G. Brown, Box 
680, St. Mary's, Ontario, Canada. Price: 25¢ per single copy, five copies for $1.00; 25 copies 
for $3.50.°" I presume that U.S. money will be acceptable, in spite of the difference in ex - 
change. 


From an interview with H. H. Tsui in Shanghai they learned that the Church of Christ in 
China now has 2, 900 churches, 1, 500 ordained pastors and 160,000 members. (In 1949 it was re- 
) d as having 176, 983 members. However, the CCC had in the meantime had group accessions 
antung Presbyterians and Shansi Brethren Church, which on a rough guess may have brought 
15, 000 new members into the CCC. That would mean then that the 1949 membership had shrunk 
by about 32, 000 rather than 17,000. Ed.) “*We were told that in some areas the churches were 
either closed or continuing in a half dead half alive state. We are sorry to report the church in 
Honan is going through difficult days. 


In Peking they visited Dr. T. C. Chao, who ‘‘chatted of conditions and of the learned book 
he is writing on ‘Jesus and Politics’. He feels that many scholars of the West with their theorising 
have lost Jesus’ fire for social righteousness. * 


Our readers will remember that Robert Guillain had a scathing account of the repressive 
activities of the Street Committees. The Browns found his judgment very surprising. Their main 
information on Street Committees had come from Mrs. Newton Chiang, who was most enthusiastic 
about the improvement in public health brought about by the activities of the Street Committees. ! 
As to the pressure towards uniformity of thought and action, they were told that that technique 
was now losing favor and is being gradually dropped by the authorities. : 


Their report of the development of the agricultural program is similarly optimistic. Accord- 
ing to them, the progress from the individual holdings of the Land Reform period through Mutual : 
Aid teams and co-operatives to collective farms was quite voluntary. They evidently heard 
nothing of desperate farmers hurrying to sell their cattle before being forcefully regimented into 
collectives and co-operatives, or of Communist officials admitting that the socialization of the | 
land could only be accomplished by forceful means. | 


They heard Wang Ming-tao preach to a congregation of almost a thousand persons just a 
few weeks before he was arrested for *‘subversive activities."’ It is evident that that arrest dis- 
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turbed their rosy picture. ‘‘Mr. Wang preached with the fervor of an Old Testament prophet. 3 
can but hope his sentence may be shortened, but his fellow pastors who had to study and pronounce 
on his case, and lay Christians with whom we discussed it, seemed to agree that his influence 
worked against co-operation whether in society or among the churches. "’ 


The Browns think there is real democracy and justice for all in China. They did boggle a 
little over the fact that those whom the Communists consider enemies of the state are deprived of 
all citizenship privileges, but then come back with the remarkable statement that “there is some - 
thing to be said for cutting off people from the rights of citizenship until such times as they can be 
trusted in political terms.*’ That is, Republicans when in office would be justified in taking away 
the citizenship rights of Democrats until they could be trusted to vote the Republican ticket, or 
vice versa. Fortunately the Browns have a better brand of democracy than that in Canada. 


Much then of what we read here has to be taken with a grain of salt, remembering that 
these Canadian visitors were surrounded throughout their stay in China by vigorous and skillful 
propagandists. However, it is only fair to say that the increase in personal discipline and moral 
concern which they note does in fact constitute a significant factor in the new China. 


In spite of all these limitations, I fee] sure that many of our readers will want to read the 
pamphlet, and I can assure them that they will find much that is interesting and instructive in it. 


THE JAPANESE VISITATION 


The Japanese Christians who visited China made a report at a big meeting in Tokyo on their 
return, on May 24. They were shocked at the memories of Japanese Army cruelties which they 
found in various places. 


The leader of the delegation, Rev. Junichi Asano, had some reservations as to the relation- 
ship of the Christian churches with the Chinese government. He doubted that churches are ‘in 
in 


cially independent, and expressed fear that the principle of separation of church and state is 
danger in China. He noticed a complete lack of any gratitude on the part of Chinese Christians 
for the help they have received from mission boards in the past. (There is probably more gratitude 
than they dared to express publicly. Ed.) He was surprised at the improved position of women, to 
the extent that Madam Wu Ling Pang is now a governor of a district in China. (Who is this? Is 
this a Japanese corruption of Wu Yi-fang’s name? We have heard that she is now lieutenant gover- 
nor of Kiangsu.) He was also impressed by the many colleges, all free of tuition. There is a 
great drive toward education for the masses. 


As to the way to achieve world peace, one delegate reported, ‘I am afraid they have a 
quite different opinion, and harbor a lot of misunderstanding about a certain nation’s policies, and 
the ideas other nations have about world peace. But as for peace itself, they are very zealous to 
achieve 


Y. T. Wu, in the name of the Three Self Movement, sent a letter of greeting to Japanese 
Christians by the hands of the delegation. In it he takes the opportunity to propose that Chinese 
and Japanese Christians unite in a campaign against nuclear weapons. 


FURTHER COMMENT ON TIEN FENG 


Further reading of the three copies of Tien Feng mentioned in the last Bulletin brings out 
some interesting sidelights. One little edi l urges economy, as a part of the national economy 
drive. The editor admits that the poverty-stricken church has not much opportunity to slough off 
luxuries, but he does suggest a few: In some churches they have to have a meal whenever they 
meet, and that is unnecessary. Every time they have a big meeting they take a lot of pictures, 
and publish unnecessarily full minutes. They waste manpower by getting several people together 
to do what one man could do better. 


1 am enthusiastic about two articles by Huang Pei-hsin, on Colossians and Philippians respec - 
tively. They are simple and devout, yet scholarly and accurate introductions to these two epis 
explaining their background and their message. Mr. Huang is a brother of the YM Secretary a 
Methodist pastor Huang Pei-yung in Shanghai, and is a teacher in the Chungking Theological 
Seminary. They are from a Foochow family. 
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. Evidently some copies of the Bible Magazine (Sheng Ching Pao) are finding their way into 
China, and a page and a half is given to **exposing’’ this insidious imperialistic propaganda. They 
think the magazine is indirectly criticising the Three Self Movement when it says that spiritual 
power is more important than solidarity. They quote the magazine as saying, ‘‘The tombstones 
in a cemetery are solidly together, but they don’t do the passer-by any good, *’ and suspect that it 
is intended to refer to them. 


One short letter to the editor says, “‘Some people say that the money pastors receive from 
their churchmembers is an instance of unearned income, and is therefore exploitation. Is this 
correct? Please explain.’’ The editor replies that it is quite legitimate for the pastor to receive 
voluntary contributions, and it is not exploitation. He quotes Paul's words, that our Lord ordained 
that they who preach the gospel should live by the gospel. ‘Of course if a corrupt person under 
pretence of preaching the gospel deceives the people and takes their money, that is unlawful and 


should be opposed. 
CHOU EN-LAI’s REPORT TO THE NATION 


On March 5 Chou En-lai addressed the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference in 
Peking, giving a report on his visits to eleven countries in Asia and Europe. The first four report- 
ed on were the socialist countries of Vietnam, USSR, Poland and Hungary. Vietnam, he said, 
was making good progress, despite *‘sabotage by the US and opposition by the southern authori - 
ties.’" In the Soviet Union, “‘Communist construction has gone ahead by leaps and bounds."’ Of 
Poland he says, *“‘We were happy to see that, despite the fact that some mistakes and deviations 
had occurred in Poland’s political and economic life in the past, the Polish United Workers’ 
Party, led by its Central Committee headed by Comrade Gomulka, was rectifying mistakes of 
doctrinairism in its past leadership and at the same time combatting mistakes of revisionism. *’ 
Of Hungary he says, **The Hungarian people were resolutely rectifying all the mistakes commit- 
ted by the former leadership and determined to bend all their efforts to safeguard the fruits of 

list construction, and to defend unswervingly the solidarity of the socialist camp. We are 
TPoces that the whole socialist camp will learn a profound lesson from the Hungarian events 

avoid committing again the mistakes made by the previous Hungarian leaders.’’ ‘“*Our visits 
to the four socialist countries have strengthened still more our confidence in the superiority of the 
socialist system...... All the socialist countries take Marxism-Leninism as their guiding philoso- 
phy, which fact constitutes the basis of our unanimity on questions of principle. Yet this does not 
mean that all socialist countries, while being unanimous on principles, also have identical views 
on all questions at all times...... The socialist countries have always advocated peaceful co- 
existence among nations with different social systems and abstention from the use of force to 


settle international disputes. °’ 


He also visited seven nationalist, i.e., non~-socialist countries in Asia, namely Vietnam, 
India, Burma, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal and Ceylon. After recounting the circumstances of 
each of these visits he adds that though ‘‘we differ in our social and political systems.... and in 
our views on many questions, ’’ still ‘‘such differences do not prevent us from entering into friendly 
co-operation with each other.’’ He believes that the colonial powers are still threatening and 
impairing their independence in every way possible. He hopes that the question of Kashmir can 
be settled by direct negotiation, for ‘‘to have this question referred to the United Nations which 
in the circumstances today is under the control of the United States can only give rise to the 
danger of foreign interference. Hie is sure that the Sino-Burmese boundary question can be settled 
in an amicable way. In all these countries he saw sympathy and support for the Egyptian people, 
and tries to offset the favorable effect of America’s action in that crisis by claiming that America's 
only purpose was to take over Britain and France's colonial position in the Middle and Near East. 


Finally he says that the Chinese people do wish to be friendly with the American people, 
and it is only the perverse action of the U.S. Government which is obstructing an improvement in 
Sino-A merican relations. But in general the trend is toward relaxation and progress, and the for- 
ces for peace are constantly growing. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Rev. Andrew Thomson, United Church of Canada missionary in Honan and Old Testament 
professor at Cheloo University for 36 years until his retirement in 1942, died at his home in 
Toronto on June 11. 
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